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pulling through this period of depression. Consider our trade rela-
tions alone. The United States itself takes 40 per cent, of Japanese
exports and contributes 30 per cent, of her imports. These figures are
worthy of thought.
So far as my own sympathy and goodwill are concerned, I should
like in due course to be able to translate them into something tangible,
into constructive work of benefit to both our countries. Otherwise
the mere expression of such sentiments is of little value. That con-
structive work can be accomplished only by straightforward speaking
leading to a perfectly clear conception of each other's points of view.
After all, what is friendship ? What is it built upon ? Surely not
upon empty phrases. Surely not upon the desire to please and to
acquire popularity at the expense of honest opinion. The only friend
who counts—who can count in any walk of life—is the friend who
says exactly what he thinks. Sometimes what he says is pleasant
to hear, sometimes it is not. But then one knows where one stands.
Nowadays indirectness is a weakness, not a strength. Nowadays
he who indulges in false phrases is discredited, and he who indulges
in expressions of genuine goodwill must prove it in his dealings.
That is the only kind of diplomacy, the only kind of friendship that
I know.
When I arrived in Japan two weeks ago, the correspondents of
various newspapers very kindly met me on the ship and asked me
a number of questions. I answered as many of those questions as I
could, but I fear there were misunderstandings because I was quoted
as saying a good many surprising things, among others that I knew
nothing about present-day Japan. It is true that I have much, very
much, to learn ; it is true that I come with an open and unprejudiced
mind ; it is true that I wish to study Japan and her problems with
all the zeal that I possess. But it is hardly true to say that I know
nothing about present-day Japan. On the contrary, I have read
much and thought much and talked much, not only with the high
officials of my Government but with many men prominent in the life of
our country and of other countries who know Japan, and I have also
talked with many representatives of the Japanese Government abroad,
whose opinion I value and whose information I trust. With such a
background one cannot be totally devoid of knowledge. It is my
earnest hope that so long as I have the good fortune to be with you
I may constantly add to that knowledge; if in some respects it
^is inaccurate, I wish, by sympathetic observation and study, to
correct it.
I have other bonds with Japan too. On my visit here many, many
years ago, I aimed to learn as much as possible, stopping at a Japanese
hotel in Tokyo and trying to enter in every way into the life of your
country. But what changes since then ! Wide streets and avenues,
great modern buildings, luxuriant parks and gardens. The city is
going ahead so fast that it is almost impossible for an ancient visitor
like myself to catch up with it. Abo, I think I owe to Japan my

